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Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,

| couldn’t make it to the civic service, so I'm pleased to
see Stuart Nagler's address printed in this edition. I've
had a sneak preview read, and his words on being the
leader reminded me of something attributed to Susanna
Wesley, mother of John and Charles Wesley (hymn
writers and leaders of the Methodist Church movement).
She apparently said, ‘Leadership is servanthood.’
Doubtless exactly such sentiments have been said by
others, too. Susanna gives us a living example of this. She had numerous
children but gave each of them individual time; she had a husband w ho
could be very stroppy, but she supported his ministry with her ow n; she had
sons who could be high-handed, yet she wrote to them often with wise
advice. | also understand that she particularly encouraged John Wesley to
allow women preachers, gently reminding him: ‘Who taught you?’ of the
family lessons in Greek and Latin around the kitchen table.

I've got a soft spot for Susanna — a wife, mother of many and a working
woman, she’s a reminder that women have for centuries been looking in
multiple directions, keeping a careful hand on the home-w ork balance. She
show ed her servant leadership by making time for people. It's an example
of patience with people that our community today still values. Chatting in
the queue, taking time to genuinely enquire after a person’s health and
family, participating in community events and organisations are all ways in
which we make our community richer, more open and more loving.

And for those of us who are ‘in leadership’ — religious, civic, paid or
voluntary, at home or at work — it is good to remind ourselves thatw e are so
intertw ined with each other, that our leadership must reflect the needs of
others before ourselves, just as | was taught in Brow nies all those years
ago. One or two of our politicians seem to need a gentle reminder that tax
money is not for their personal use, for the U.K. democracy is not exempt
from charges of corruption. Servant leadership prizes openness and
accountability, values the insights and inputs of others. Next time | am
chairing a church meeting with a strict eye on the hands of a clock, I'm
going to remind myself that servant leadership takes more time, and
although | may wish to get through the business sw fftly, the time we spend
together is more important than the d%pisions that get made.

With best wishes,
Alison



Address from the Civic Service, Radlett Centre, Feb  ruary2009

| am delighted and honoured to be making this address today, | am
pleased to be with you at this Civic Senice. | believe strongly in
being part of the lamger community, understanding what unites us
and biings us together, rather than concentrating on what at times
can divide.

| wasinvited to talk on ‘Leadership and Senvice to the Community’,
and | think back a couple of weeks to what President Obama said
on his inauguration as US President, when he talked of a new
beginning: ‘On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear,
unity of purpose over conflict and discord. On this day, we come to prodaim an
end to faulty grevances and false promises, the reciiminatons and worn out
dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our palitics.’

This to me is what leadership is about — be it religious, political or in the
community. Aspirational, inspirational, getting the big issues right and taking the
people with you.

| think of that poem The Leader’ by Roger McGough, a Liverpool poet:

| wanna be the leader — | wanna be the leader
Can | be the leader? Can1? | can?

Promise? Promise?

Yippee, I'm the leader — I'm the leader

Ok — what shall we do?

A good leader should know what to do, and we have many wonderful examples of
strong, effective leadership here this afternoon with those of you holding positions
within the community.

The community. Part of Paul’s letter to the Romans refers to that which relates to
the structures of everyday life, on how God impinges on life in the community, in
the state and on one’s relationship with one’s neighbours. In the Jewish Sabbath
service each week we recite a prayer for the Royal Family in which are the
following words: ‘May the supreme King of Kings put a spirit of wisdom and
understanding into the Queen’s heart and into the hearts of all her counsellors,
that they may uphold the peace of the realm and advance the welfare of the
nation.’

The Jewish learning context for service is clear and extensive. The Torah teaches
us “to love thy neighbour as thyself”. In the Talmud, tzedeka (charity) is equal to
all other mitzvoth (commandments). Some thirty-six times, more often than any
other legal commandment, we are instructed to help strangersin ourmidst, as we
were strangers in the land of Egypt. The Torah puts no bounds on the doing of
good deeds. Maimonides teaches us the Eight Degrees of tzedeka - to uphold the
hand of the poor, to enter a parinership with the poor. The prophet Micah tellsus
to do justice and love mercy; Isaiah says let the oppressed go free, cover the
naked, deal thy bread to the hungry. Pirke Avot instructs us ‘do not separate
yourself from the community, though itisnotincumbent upon you to complete the
work, you are not free from doing all you possibly can, let not your leaming



exceed your good deeds, lest you be like a tree with many branches but few roots,
and happy are those who keep and pursue justice, who do righteousness at all
times.

The word ‘Aleynu’ in our prayer books meansitisupon usoritisincumbentupon us
to build a better world. The Jewish requirement to help repair the world is often
interpreted as a call for tzedeka, or chaiity. But a second ciitical aspect of Jewish
tradition and experience is an emphasis on the need not only for compassion and
charity but also for justice — for addressing root causes of problems. And today so
many organisations are finding it hard to recwit leaders and volunteers. We're not so
close to our neighbours and, if we're not careful, we will be living in an extremely
segregated, fragmented and alienated society in the future. And then there’s the
credit crunch and the impactit can have on community cohesion. There is concern
that those who no longer have jobs may look for scapegoats and blame those from
ethnic minolity groups or emerging communities for their problems. People who are
used to having what they want may not be prepared to go without. So we must all be
on our guard, and reach out to those around us, in what ever way we can.

Perhapsthe time has come to rediscover what community really means; maybe we
need a communal stocktaking process:

What is really important to me?

What do | truly value?

What changes can we make which will put our wider community in good stead
for the future?

How do we use our ime?

Who knows how much we have left?

None of us will live forever. So how can we use our time, and for the better?

The true sources of happiness lie all around us — our family, our fiends, the work we
do voluntaiily, the sense we have for being part of a community, the feeling that we
are part of something worthwhile. We need to bind our communities into networks of
support for people experiencng crisis, illness or bereavement.

All of us can do something — we need to use whatever talents we possess. The
woods would be very silent if no birds sang except those who sang best. And so
many of you | know are already so involved in so community activiies helping
others. | know today | am preaching to the converted. How can we find the way of
reaching out to those yet to be convinced of the value of joining the multi-cultural,
multifaith ethos? Only by doing so can we establish a firm and longdasting
foundation for the future.

| believe passionately that we make a living by what we get; we make a life by what
we give. Carry on the good works — you all make a difference.

Thankyou for all that you do — keep helping people to help themselves and others.
Letus understand the community of all peoples' lives under God.

Our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this planet. We all breathe the
same air. We all cherish our children’s future. And we are all mortal.

Stuart Nagler JP 5



EDITORIAL: Called to represent

Recently, | overheard tw o conversations on the train.
The firstw as betw een two artsy twenty-somethings:
Chap: ‘So, w hy do you have kosher laws?’

Chapesse : ‘I couldn’t tell you, honestly, and I've had my
~ bat mitzvah. Like they say, “tradition”, | guess.’

Chap: ‘But w here did the idea come from?’
Chapesse : ‘Ireally don’t know .’
The next w as betw een two women in their 40s:

Mum : ‘Oh, you'll love this one. My little boy — he’s three -- came home and
told me the story of Easter. He learned it at the créche. It was all about
Jesus being crucified. He said it was really sad and they all cried. |had to
laugh, it was socute.’

Mum’s friend : ‘So the créche assistants covered Good Friday. What
about Easter?’

Mum : ‘What do you mean?’

Mum’s friend : ‘How did they explain the Resurrection to three year-olds?’
Mum : ‘Oh, | hadn't thought about that. He didn’t say. They probably ran
out of time. Anyw ay, 'mglad they’re doing it. Better themthan me.’

Wow . No w onder secularists have a stranglehold on national thought. How
many of us understand the Bible and our religious traditions? We are
called to ‘represent’ our faith, but so few of us can. Yet, if we can't tell our
ow n story, whowill?

Cynthia Hunt

Contributions for Unison to an Editor by Friday 12th June for the July / August
issue please.
To advertise or give information of Future Events contact Eleni Patel

July/August Unison will be available for distributi on on Sunday 28th Jure.

Unisonis on the Web at http://www.radlettchurches.org.uk/unison/current.pdf
Editors

Eleni Patel, 3 Willow Way (07910 080930) eleni.zacharias@gmail.com
Alan Callow, 35 Park Rd (854501) alanca@ntiword.com

Cynthia Hunt, cynthiamhunt@ukgateway.net

printed by AC Global Media, Hagden Lang Watford WD18 7DL Tel (01923)255611
colin@acglobalmedia.com




P eriendsfirst

A proven way to meet Christian friends and potential partners

Help for Christians who want to meet fellow believe rs

For many people, through their churches, involvement with Christian
organisations or perhaps a Bible college course, they've met the person
they wish to spend the rest of their lives with.

But w hat if your local church, or nearby churches have no eligible single
Christian people looking for serious friendship or romance?

What if you have dated the only male/female in your church, and you
didn't click?

What if you are a shy and retiring person and simply do not have the
confidence to start up conversations with people of the opposite sex,
even if they are Christians?

What if you have been hurt someone times in past relationships you are
wary of getting hurt again, yetw ant to find love?

What if ...whatif ...what i ... Il

For singles, there can be many Wwhat ifs', and being a Christian single
can be a very lonely place.

friends first was established nine years ago to help Christian singles
develop Christian friendships, and then, such friendships may develop
into something more romantic.

To date the organisation has helped well over 2000 people and has
played a major part in no few er than 47 marriages.

What if you, or a single Christian you know contacted them? God knows,
and you can find out!

For more information, contact friends first by writing to them at PO Box
8377, Birmingham B17 9TE or telephoning 0207 100 1220 or by
emailing: info@friends1st.co.uk,or b} visiting www friends1st.co.uk.




Your Prayer Page: ‘Looking and Praying’

| have a friend whose bathroom looks onto an assortment of trees and shrubs.
During his morning ablutions, he found his mind racing ahead to the dificulties
he was likely to face that day, and so he would begin each morning in a state of
mild anxiety and tension. Being a fairly realistic person he decided —w ith the
shaving brush in hand and razor at the ready — to spend a fev moments
contemplating his neighbours’ garden. He would note the details of the trees:
the beauty of the bare branches inw inter, the first buds of spring, the blossomin
all its glory, the varying colours of the leaves. Over a period of time, this
deliberate look outside his own concemns turned into a moment of prayer and
became a point of contact with the One who told His friends to look at the lilies
of the field, because even Solomon in-all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.®

In the letter to the Hebrews,*2 the writer urges us to ‘keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus’, because it is Jesus who sows the seeds of faith in our souls and
cultivates and nourishes them till faith produces its harvest of trust and hope and
love in our lives. Of course, to keep one's invard eyes fixed on Jesus’ is very
much easier said than done. But if we are to weave into our lives each day an
awareness of the presence of Christ, thenwe will need to practice the presence
of God and this includes lookingw ith the eyes of faith in prayer.

Professor Dawkins and his ik .could tell us that to so this i to indulge in a
dangerous delusion, because it takes us awvay from reality into a realm of
fantasy and self-deception.

In one of the great 1 AM sayings in St John’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that He is
‘the way, the truth and the life’. Now, the Greek word translated as ‘truth’ also
means ‘reality’; and all down the years Christians have found that to be in touch
with the spirit of Jesus is to be in contact with the spiritual resources we need if
we are to live out His love in aworld that can be loveless and full of ruthless
competition, violence and greed. Looking to Jesus, far from taking us away
from reality, enables us to tackle it with His self-gving love and invard courage
and peace.

Here is a line from a well known hymn written nearly 500 years ago, which
speaks to my heart:

‘God be in my eyes and in my looking’
Here also are three lines from Psalm 123 (vulgate 122) which may be useful as
we preparefor Whitsun:

‘As the eyes of the servants look to the hand of their master,
or the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
S0 our eyes wait upon the Lord our God...’

8

Christopher Newton
*1 St Matthew 6 v 28,29; *?> Hebrews 12 v 1,2



> Baptisms

St Anthony's
19th April 2009 Joel David WHITWORTH
19th April 2009 Ava Elisabeth WHITWORTH

Christ Church

Adult Baptisms

15th March 2009 Sarah WALKER
26th March 2009 Carol SZYMURA
26th March 2009 Christopher JAMES
26th March 2009 Pitan AGANGA

Confirmations
29th March 2009 at Christ Church
Abi STOUTT, Emma GREATREX, Rachel WATTS,
Kayode BOLA, Tom FROMANT, Phillipa AKUDU,
Tracey BARNARD, Carol SZYMURA, Sarah WALKER,
Elaine GOUGH, Paul KISBY, Yuan Ming WANG-KOH,
Chris JAMES, Julian TREVES-BROWN, Pitan AGANGA,
Fiona PARSONS (from Shenley)
11th April2009 at St. Albans Abbey

Mathew GREATREX, Mark HARDWICK, Som AKUDU

RIP[Funerals

Christ Church
10th March 2009 Pamela Locke Aged 7lyears
19th March 2009 Terry ngght Aged 74 years




New Rules for Badminton! T

—
Each time a side wins a rally they receive a point and %)
the right to serve for the next point. The first to 21
points wins the game.

fifton club at
onders and joy

Iwas 10 years old when my parent’'s started a Junior Bad
our church so that children from 10 to 15 could learn the W
of playing badminton.

It was fascinating to see how the midest of people could be come so
aggressive in returning a shuttlecock. When my ow n sons started playing,
a generation later, my eldest was heard to comment, “The trouble with
Dad is he has towin the knock up!”

When my wife, Margaret, died the one possession | immediately took over
was her badminton racquet with its 100% graphite shaft and a handle that
did not leave my hand black.

For 54 years | have enjoyed the game and its unchanging nature, until last
year w hen | started to hear of a monumental change to the rules.

This can only be compared in my experience to Scouts going into long
trousers. (Some might argue that Scouts allowing girls to join was a
greater change, but, in my experience, this only amounted to allow ing the
Scout Master’s daughter to join it had little effect on me.)

But new rules for badminton, it seemed as if my life w as falling apart and,
to be honest, Iw as resistant.

On the first Thursday after Easter | arrived at the Radlett United Free
Church hall to discover that those already there had decided to try out the
new rules. There was noway out. To my amazement | found out that |
thoroughly enjoyed it.

Those who subscribe to the conspiracy theory of history will note that all
this took place w hile the leader’s of the clubw ere enjoying a cruise.

Those w ho subscribe to the cock up theory of history will not be surprised
that even on the first game we got itwrong! The game finished 21-20 (I

oty Nao aonao ki that tho caocand naracranh ~Af thn do
St TNO-Oe kpew—atthe second poragraproTrtic REWFHEeSHS-

Games must be won with a two-point lead. If a game is tied at 20-20,
the game continues until one side achieves a two-point lead or until one
side scores 30 points (30-29 is an acceptable score for victory).

10
To try the new rules, come and join us, 7.30-10pm Thursdays, RUFC hall.

Alan Callow




High specification office space
available in Radlett

The Corn Works is a unigue contemporary work sgacdie centre of
Radlett, carved out of a 19th Century corn silbhds a limited number g
self contained, fully serviced, high specificatioffices. Single desks t

complete office units are available. Each unit tres added benefit of an

allocated parking space.

Enquiries to:

Email: info@thecornworks.co.uk

Tel: 0845 872 4949

Fax: 0845 872 4950

The Corn Works, Station Road, Radlett, HertfordshivD7 8JY

f
D

Location: Driveway between 7 & 9 Station Road

11



Optometrist MBCO (BSc Hons)

Kirit
Patel

86 Watling Street
Radlett
Herts WD7 7AB

Tel: 01923 855888

BIG CITY SERVICE AT VILLAGE PRICES!

ANDREW WHITHAM
DECORATORS

Traditional & Specialist
Quality Decorating

24 Watling Street, Radlett
01923 857042

P. BRQAT

MEMURIAL SCULFTORS
Offies awd Werlhep

& Park Ryad, Buphey, Horly

TOR
MEMORIALS
AND
RENOVATIONS
BY
CRAFTSMEN

Dillwyn and Caroline Griffiths

Dental Pracitioners

“A Family Service”
All types of dental health care
provided
Mothers & babies
very welcome
Please contact us
if you would like to visit or

register with us

69 WATFORD ROAD, RAD LETT
(Corner of Willow Way)

12

Abbeyfield House, Radett
1-3,and 5 The Drive

Private rooms - all en-suite
Your persond furniture
Friendly and homely atmosphere
Main meals provided
Short and respite stays available

For further information telephone:
01923854683 /859480




EBRAAR

BUILDING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Call for a free quotation
Tel: 01923 467090 Mob: 07985 586658

WREN'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Fibre Glass flat rodfs (25y ear Guarantee)
UPVC windows, doors and conservatories
Fascia, soffits and guttering

Aan Wren
20 The Crosspath, Radlett, Herts
WD7 8HN
Tel: 01923 854583
Mobile: 07973 421527

Chipped Glassware

We restore crystal & antique

wine glasses, tumblers, jugs,
vases & bowls.

(
I
- /012 34024/

QUALITY WORK
COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL REFERENCES AVAILABLE

01923 469163

Although we have closed the shop,
we are happy to inform you that we can still supply
your bulbs, tubes and other lighting requirements
including repairs!!!
Just phone Geoff on 020 8386 0576
or mobie 07754 590704

or e-mail lghtfantastic@tisali.c0.uk
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anne@beavertravel.com

andrew@beavertravel.com

gary @beavertravel.com
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sally@beavertravel.com

A Member of SAIF

NETHERCOTT

ANDEPENSENTFAVILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
OF D STINCEION S NCE 19T

20 Aldenham Road, Radlett, Herts. WD7 8AX Tel: 019 23852899
98 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 1BD Tel:

020 8953 9555

www.nethercott-funerals.co.uk
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To advertise in this magazine,
please contact
Eleni Patel
07910 080930
m Eleni.zacharias@gmail.com
for information and rates
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John Williams: ‘Apostle of the Pacific’

The idea for this two-part series arose after a dis  cussion of a stained
glass window depicting a Missionary Ship. The windo w is in the hall
behind the Radlett and Bushey Reform Synagogue. Th e main building
and hallwere formerly the Radlett Congregational C  hurch. Slade Court
residents can see the Missionary Ship window when t he hall is
illuminated.

Today, many of us, particularly those born after the
Second World War, regard missionary work as uncool
unless a bloviating pop star or hipster multimillionaire
journeys to a farflung corner of the world on a secular
mission.

Tw o hundred years ago, how ever, real missionary w ork

was a cool, hip thing to do for those who made the

grade. Captain Cook and Lord Nelson were the

celebrities of the age with their adventures on the high

seas. Consequently, many boys -- as well as some girls

— dreamt of sailing to exotic, faraway lands. Although there was no wireless
or television, children heard of these voyages at home, school or work.
Those who did not enter commerce or the Navy found missionary work a
viable option in adulthood.

‘A soul of priceless worth’

Meanw hile, a group of evangelical Protestant clergymen met in Bristol. They
wanted to take the Word of God to the South Seas and Africa fuly
independent of pressures of commercial ventures or military sorties which
had sometimes thw arted the progress of the missions. Consequently, they
founded the Missionary Society in 1795, which later became the London
Missionary Society, as the capital became its nerve centre. The
organisation w as Congregationalist and abolitionist in outlook.

In 1810, a young man from Tottenham w as apprenticed to an ironmonger in
the City Road. John Williams w as the son of a pious mother and an alcoholic
father. Although the youth had many friends and had grown up in the
church, he fell into bad ways. He would later write, ‘My course of life at this
period w as very wicked but not flagrantly immoral. 1w as a lover of pleasure
more than a lover of God; | often scoffed at the name of Christ and His
religion; and | totally neglected those things w hich alone can afford solid
consolation.’ 16

One frosty evening after work, Williams was standing on a street corner
when his boss’s wife approached him. Mrs Tonkin was disappointed to find



one of her husband’s best employees loitering and implored him to
accompany her to an evening church service at Moorfields Tabernacle.
Williams transformed his life w hen he heard the preacher, Timothy East, cite
Matthew 16:26: ‘For w hat is a man profited, if he shall gain the w hole world,
and lose his ow nsoul?’

Tw enty-four years later Williams would stand at the same pulpit and say,
‘Throughout eternity | shall rejoice that ... even so great a sinner had a soul
of priceless worth and that through Christ there w as salvation for even me.’

Africa, India or Polynesia?

In 1816 the London Missionary Society had nine candidates to place
overseas. Wiliams' good friend Robert Moffat was dispatched to South
Africa and became a noted missionary. Another close friend, William Carey,
was assigned to India. Williams and his bride Mary Chauner, w ho had grow n
up in the shadow of St Paul's Cathedral, set sail for the South Seas.

Williams dreamw as tow in ‘the kingdoms of this world’ for Christ. How ever,
he first ensured that he knew all he could about shipbuilding and practical
survival. The 12-month voyage to Tahiti was perilous. The ship sailed
around South America, including its cold, southernmost tip, Cape Hope.
Along the way, Mary became pregnant. Shortly after their arrival in Tabhiti,
Mary give birth to a son, John.

Understanding language and people

One of the reasons the London Missionary Society was so successful w as
that their missionaries learned local languages, understood the culture and,
most importantly, devised a simple and easily understood message w hich
they could deliver to the people.

Williams would approach the herald of the tribe upon arrival and state his
business. The herald was the tribal king’s messenger, so once Wiliams
established the herald’s trust, they would go together to visit each family
living on the island. The herald would interpret Williams’ words. The people
listened, since w hatever the herald announced had the king's approval.
They w ould then do w hat the herald asked of them.

The work was dangerous. Men arriving on trading ships had ruined the
Europeans’ reputation, consequently, many islanders were ready to attack
Williams and his crew when they landed ashore. Some islanders had
acquired firearms from these traders. Some tribes practised cannibalism.
Others w arred with each other. Yet,lthe king of one of the Society Islands
asked Williams to deliver the message of Good News to his people to ‘lead
them out of darkness’.



A dream ends

Eventually, Williams could preach to the people in their ow n languages and
translate Scripture for them. He show ed them how to build robust structures,
enabling the construction of churches and mission buildings. He also helped
the islanders improve crop cultivation and establish more sophisticated
trade. Williams returned to England after many years to raise funds for
larger, sturdier ships allowing him to sail for longer periods of time and to
new islands.

Unfortunately, Williams’ dream ended in November 1839. He arrived on the
Samoan island of Erromanga. A group of natives set upon him and his
fellow missionary James Harris, clubbing them to death then eating their
flesh. Mary Williams returned to London w here she worked among the poor
in Islington until her death in 1851. Williams’ son remained in Polynesiaw ith
his young wife, although he is buried with his mother in London’s Abney
Park Cemetery. One of Williams' present-day descendants, Stanley,
converted to Catholicism and lives in Michigan. He writes about religion for
several US publications.

Chapels throughout Polynesia are dedicated to John Williams’ memory. In
Samoa, he is know n as the ‘Apostle of the Pacific’. His remains are in the
Congregational Church on the Samoan island of Upolu.

See the July/August issue for Part Il: What w ere the Missionary Ships?
Cynthia Hunt

Alban is a doctor, a family man, living
in Roman occupied Verulamium when
one night there is a knock on his door.
Alban’s decision that fatefu night
begins a chain reaction which ends in
the founding of a city and a cathedral.

Alban is a newly commissioned community
opera specialy written by Tom Wiggall
(composer) and John Mole (librettist) for the
spectacular space of the Cathedral nave
telling a dramatic, fast moving and inspiring
story. Professionally staged and involving
over 100 performers — soloists, adult and
children’s choruses and orchestra drawn
from across Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire
these 5 performances will leave an

enduring memotry of an ordinary man and hig.

extraordinary fate.

Wednesday 20th May to Saturday 23rd
May at 7.30pm, also 2.30pm on Saturday.

£15 Adult, £10 Child (U16) +50p postage
POSTAL BOOKINGS OPEN ON MONDAY
30 MARCH.

TELEPHONE AND IN PERSON
BOOKINGS OPEN TUESDAY 14 APRIL
Monday to Saturday 10.30 am — 3.30 pm

The Abbey Box Office, Information Desk,
éathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban,
umpter Yard, AL1 1BY, tel 01727 890256




Diary

10—16 Christian Aid Week

Phillmore Court Hy mn Singing

Hertsmere All Faiths Meeting

Radlett Churches Council at St Anthony’s
Phillmore Court Hy mn Singing

Radlett Festival,

May

10 3pm
12 8pm
20 8pm
24 3pm
June

7

14 3pm
17 10am

come and support / help with the Churches Stall
Phillmore Court Hy mn Singing

Churches Together Ecumenical Study Day

“What is the Spirit Saying to the Church?”

The Lindop Building, Herts Univ, College Lane, Hatfield
Cost £10, register with Laura Hart, 41 Holywell Hill

St Albans Herts AL1 1HE Tel 01727 818151

20-23 7.30pm Alban Opera at the Abbey

28

3pm

Phillmore Court Hy mn Singing

If you would like your event listed in the diary, please send
details to Alan Callow by email: alanca@ntiworld.com

Celtic Journey to Durham

The increasing attraction of the Celtic saints and the emergence of Celtic
Christianity will feature in a Celtic Pilgrimage at St Chad’'s College,
Durham from 31-10t August, led by Canon Martin Warner, of St Paul's

Cathedral, London.

The week of Christian pilgrimage and teaching will focus on the Celtic
saints of Hilda, Aidan, Cuthbert and Cedd, with visits to Holy Island of
Lindisfarne and Bamburgh as well as taking in Bede’'s World, Whitby,

Lastingham and Durham Cathedral.

The cost is £438 (half board) in a ur]ri%ersity standard room.
For a brochure call 01482 662 721




Saint of the Month: Dymphna, 15 May

Dymphna lived in the 7™ century. Since records for the time are
scant, we have few details about her life. For this reason, some say
that Dymphna existed in legend only, as her story seemed to be a
common one for that era. Whilst her resting place is in modem-day
Belgium, the Irish have believed for centuries that she &
synonymous with Saints Davnets and Damhnait (Damhnade).

An Irish saint

You can see a crosier (staff) attributed to Dymphna in the National
Museum of Ireland in Dublin. It is believed that she was born in
Clogher. Just 10 miles away in Tydavnet (County Monaghan), the
village and church bear her name. However, Lavey in County Cavan
also lays claim to the saint.

Dymphna was bom to a king, Damon (Duncan). Although he was a
pagan, Dymphna's mother had the girl secretly baptsed. Her mother
died when Dymphna was a young adolescent. The event left Damon
disconsolate, and he sought another wife as beautiful as Dymphna’s
mother. Unfortunately, only one woman met his ideal: Dymphna.
Damon’s grief affected his mind to the extent that he proposed
marriage.

Taking refuge abroad

Fortunately, a few of Dymphna’s friends in Damon’s court discovered
what was happening and helped her escape. The court jester and
his wife, accompanied by Dymphna's confessor, St Gerebemus
(Gerebran), sailed to Antwerp with the princess and took sanctuary
in the chapel of St Martin in nearby Gheel (Geel). It wasn’t long,
however, before Damon and his men found them. In a violent
confrontation, Damon ordered his soldiers to murder Gerebemus. He
then begged Dymphna to retum to Ireland. The girl refused. In his
rage, Damon beheaded his daughter.

Local residents laid Gerebemus and Dymphna in sarcophagi placed
in a nearby cave. Many years later, Dymphna's remains were
moved to the church in Gheel which would bear her name.
Gerebernus’ were transferred to Xanten. Gheel stll has fragments
of their sarcophagi as well as a stpne with her name on it.



Enlightened approach to mental health

Dymphna’s resting place became known for curing the insane starting,
some say, the night she died when five mentally unbalanced men who
had been sleeping nearby woke up restored to health. A local bishop
commissioned her biography in the 13™ century, and an infirmary for
the mentally ill was founded in Gheel some years later. Church
scholars have documented subsequentmiraculous cures there. In fact,
today the town still treats patients in the founding tradition of the
infirary. Because pilgrims stayed there justprior to their cure, patients
are institutionalised only briefly. They then live with townspeople and
work on nearby farms. Although under subtle observation at all times,
they are helped to adjust to society as much as possible. Gheel’s
world-class sanatorium is proud of its positve results, and the town
holds the honorary accolade of ‘City of Chaurity'.

Many pilgrims go to Gheel on Dymphna’s feast day. In additon to
insanity, Dymphna is also the patron saint to invoke against nervous
disorders, epilepsy, incest and child abuse.

For related prayers visit: http:/Avww .2heartsnetw ork.org/Dymphna.htm and
http:/Awww .gigibeads.net/prayerbeads/saints/dymphna.html (Anglican).

Cynthia Hunt

Ever thought about doing a sky dive and never been brave
enough??

Keep putting it off?

Well, Fiona Turner has decided to go for it and has signed upto
jump for the tandem skydive for the Peace Hospice o n 12 July
2009 at Chattris in Cambridgeshire.

She has toraise aminimum of £375 in sponsorship.
Sponsorship forms are in Christ Church and St John’ S.

Or you can contact Fiona at 7 Aldenham Ave, Radlett , tel. 856958
or email turnerradlett@aol.com.

Please sponsor this good cause apg pray for good we ather and
strong nerves!




‘For all the saints’: a tribute to Eileen of Slade Court

Every morning by 9 o’clock she was on her way to Slade Court to care
for us. For the past 18 years, she has visited every flat where she knew
someone was unw ell or in any sort of trouble. She noticed whose cur-
tains had not been drawn back, windows not shut or opened, lights
turned off or on. She cared for us all in many ways and w as w onderful at
‘sorting us’! She was also a wizard with electricity and knew what to do
when we needed a plumber. And very important was her help whenwe
needed a doctor or even an ambulance. Then she was there when we
came back from hospital, and her kindness and care knew no bounds.

Eileen faced up to medical and domestic crises, which must have been
distressing for her. We are all elderly here and need a lot of T. L. C., and
Eileen has certainly given this to us.

Eileen organised coffee mornings, afternoon teas, outdoor and indoor
celebrations.

Without her w e shall feel like a ship without a rudder.

Then there w as her office work, which w as meticulous. Her notices for us
were informative and sometimes amusing. She ‘saw to’ the gardeners —
and look how beautiful our gardens are - to the window cleaners, electri-
cians and plumbers. She w as always vigilant for prow lers.

And recently w e have also had her husband Alan and are grateful to him
for his support and help as well as his cheerful presence. Our blessings
have been doubled by their marriage.

And Fudge -- has there ever been a more w onderful dog?

They have cherished us all. She called us her ‘extended family’. Yes,
losing her is like losing a family member.

Our blessings go with themin their new life in Dorset.
Jeanne Sowry

Radlett Churches Council

At the meeting on 25th March it w as decided to change the w ay contri-
butions formthe churches are calculated. This will be based on the
average numbers w orshipping at the churches. For next year the for-
mula w ill be 40% St Anthony’s, 40% Christ Church & St John’s, 10%
United Free Church. 22
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Stuart Thorne

Tailor

L
Bespoke (l : ﬁ Ladies &
Hand Tailored Gents
Suits
of the

Alterations

by
Highest {_/\ Expert
Quality Tailors

22-24 Aldenham Road, Radlett,
Hertfordshire WD7 8AX
Telephone: (01923) 857502

NAGLER SIMMONS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

For individuals, partnerships or limited
companies, no matter how small or large, we
offer an efficient, friendly and competitive
service in connection with al your financial an
taxation affairs
Clients recommend us!

5 Beaumont Gate, Shenley Hill
Radlett, Hertfordshire WD7 7AR
Telephone: 01923 839619
Fax: 01923 635628
E-mail: ofice@ naglersimmons.co.uk
Website: www naglersimmons.co.uk




